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in ancient days and hence Indian civilisation means in
effect Hindu civilisation. Mussalmans on their part suffer
from misgivings and doubt, for if there is no record of
human progress during the many centuries they have lived
in India, Indian culture must necessarily be Hindu and
alien to them. It is because the co-operative effort of
Hindus and Muslims in the creation of Indian culture has
not been properly estimated that Muslim and Hindu look
at one another with suspicion, hatred and contempt. The
sense of frustration at the tremendous human wastage
of more than eight hundred years is at the root of much
of the communal bitterness of today.

Theoretical considerations alone are sufficient to reject
such an interpretation of medieval Indian history. Even
though we do not know all the facts, we can assert that
it is incredible that two rich cultures should come into
contact and remain unfruitful of new synthesis. Such
historical sterility would be something unprecedented in
the annals of man. Hindu culture was remarkable for
both volume and extent. Even if it had lost some of its
primal energy by the time the Muslims appeared on the
scene, it retained elements of permanent value for the
human mind. It was inevitable that Muslims who came
into contact with it should imbibe its spirit. Co-operation
between the two would be directly proportionate to the
intensity of their spiritual energy. In ancient India the
higher civilisation of the pre-Aryans suffered military
defeat at the hands of the invading Aryan hordes, but in
time transformed Aryan mentality itself by enriching
the cultural life of the conquerors. In Greece, Mycenaean
civilisation was defeated on the battlefield but survived
in the efflorescence of a higher Hellenic culture. The same
story was repeated in the cultural conquest of Rome by
Greece after Rome had conquered Greece politically. In
India too, in the conflict on the plane of power politics,
the Muslims won but on the plane of intellectual and spiritual